42                           CLEMENCEAU
once more to express my gratitude, at the same time mak-
ing a fresh appeal to your generosity- Cottin is serving
his ten years at Melun; his conduct leaves nothing to be
desired, according to the information that I have gathered
on the spot. But his health, which has always been poor,
has been greatly undermined by his imprisonment; his
unhappy parents, now very old people, are longing to see
him again and are greatly in need of his material as well as
moral aid.
* You will not refuse us your intervention, Monsieur le
President ?   It will be of enormous assistance to us in the
appeal for mercy which we have submitted to the President
of the Republic, and will serve at the least to obtain a
commutation   from   solitary confinement   to   ordinary
imprisonment and reinstatement to civil status.
' You will appreciate better than I what would be the
most efficacious form of appeal, but if you will be so good
as to send me a letter written in this spirit I should be very
happy to be able to add it to rny documents.
* In conclusion, allow me to tell you how much I dare
to count on your affirmative response : you have defended
anarchists guilty of political crimes too eloquently with pen
and word not to make allowances for my client, whose
youth moreover might be pleaded in his favour.   Do you
remember the compassionate words which you were kind
enough to address to his mother in my presence : " politics
should give way to humanity " ?
' If you would be so good as to grant me an audience
I would gladly supply you with all the information you
might desire.
* Believe me, Monsieur le President, etc., etc*
' OSCAR BLOCH/
' Martet/ says Clemenceau to me, showing me this
letter, * if you ever kill anybody don't hire this Bloch to
defend you. He hasn't got the right words. . . . " Cottin's